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The Sector’s Employee Injury Rate 
Is on the Rise: What You Can Do 
A recent report from the HSE revealed that the construction industry’s 

employee injury rate has increased for the first time in five years—

totalling over 50,000 cases of work-related injury in 2018-19. What’s 

more, this total contributed to 400,000 working days lost and an 

estimated price tag of £524 million for the sector this past year. Clearly, 

your construction business can’t afford to ignore workplace health and 

safety risks. Consider the following guidance to help prevent costly 

employee injuries on-site: 

 Provide staff training—Be sure to require routine health and safety 

training for all employees. Also, provide staff with plenty of on-site 

resources—such as flyers, appropriate signage and a safety manual. 

 Ensure safe equipment and machinery—Make sure each employee 

possesses proper protective equipment for their job role. Conduct 

routine inspections and maintenance on all workplace machinery. 

 Keep documentation—Maintain detailed documentation of on-site 

health and safety measures (eg risk assessments, workplace policies 

and emergency response plans), as well as organised records of past 

health and safety incidents. Review these documents regularly. 

More than anything, you need robust employers’ liability cover to protect 

against the risk of employee injury. For more information, contact 

Crendon Insurance Brokers Ltd today. 

A New Year Is Here—Industry 
Trends to Prepare for in 2020 
Now that 2020 has officially arrived, it’s time to prepare for another year 

of exciting technological advancements and innovative trends within the 

construction industry. As you celebrate the new year, have a look at the 

top emerging trends that are expected to make an impact on the 

construction sector in 2020, according to industry experts:   

 New technology—Advancements in industry technology—such as 

artificial intelligence and drones—will allow employers to collect 

data, manage projects and survey their worksites more efficiently. 

 Environmental practices—As climate change continues to be a major 

concern, many construction organisations have begun using more 

sustainable building materials and transitioning to workplace 

machinery with lower emission levels.  

 The use of SMEs—Following the collapse of larger construction 

contractors in recent years, such as Carillion, industry experts predict 

that public projects allocated to SMEs will increase by more than 30 

per cent in 2020. 
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The Numbers Behind 
Workplace Injury in the 

Construction Sector 

The industry’s top causes of work-

related injury include: 

 

Slips, trips and 
falls (24%) 

Falls from  
height (21%) 

Lifting and 
handling injuries 
(17%) 

Source: RIDDOR data 
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