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HSE Announces Latest 
Inspection Initiative in 
the Construction Sector 

As part of a continued effort to prioritise 

asbestos and dust-related risks in this year’s 

#WorkRight campaign, the HSE recently 

announced that its latest inspection initiative 

within the construction sector will focus on 

preventing occupational lung diseases.  

Between 7th October and 1st November 2019, 

inspectors will conduct surprise visits across 

Great Britain to review whether construction 

employers have proper measures in place to 

protect their workers from occupational lung 

diseases, including asthma, bronchitis, chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease, lung cancer and 

mesothelioma.  

These severe work-related health complications 

are commonly caused by long-term exposure to 

asbestos, silica, wood or other dusts during the 

following construction tasks:  

 Cutting paving blocks, kerbs and flags 

 Chasing concrete and raking mortar 

 Cutting roofing tiles 

 Scrabbling or grinding 

 Soft-strip demolition 

 Cutting and sanding wood 

 Dry sweeping 

Standards such as the Control of Substances 

Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 and the 

Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 require 

organisations to provide reasonable protection 

to workers who are exposed to asbestos or dust 

on-site. With this in mind, failing your upcoming 

inspection could lead to severe enforcement 

actions. Consider this guidance to prepare for 

the HSE’s latest inspection initiative.  

 Before starting work, determine if materials 

containing asbestos are present. Plan the 

work accordingly and take appropriate 

precautions to avoid disturbing asbestos.  

 Assess methods for stopping or reducing 

the amount of dust that workplace activities 

generate. This could entail using less 

powerful tools that produce less dust or 

properly sized building materials that 

require less cutting.  

 Limit the amount of dust that enters the air 

during work activities by either using a 

water suppression method to damp down 

dust clouds or adding a local exhaust 

ventilation system to dust-producing tools. 

Offer respiratory protective equipment to 

employees who are exposed to dust on-site. 

 Implement other controls such as limiting 

the number of employees near dust-related 

work, enclosing the work to prevent dust 

from escaping and training employees on 

dust-related risks. Regularly review controls 

to ensure they are effective. 

For more information on controlling workplace 

dust risks, click here. Further resources on 

handling asbestos risks are located here. 

Contact Crendon Insurance Brokers Ltd today 

for more guidance and insurance solutions.  
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