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Revealed: Top Manufacturing 
Technology to Prepare for in 2020 
Especially in the manufacturing sector, industry technology is constantly 
evolving—making it crucial for your organisation to stay on top of the 
latest advancements. Indeed, a recent survey conducted by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers revealed that UK manufacturers expect to 
experience a 10 per cent revenue boost in the next five years from 
Industry 4.0 initiatives. And as your organisation prepares for the new 
year, now is the time to review your current technology and implement 
industry advancements. Have a look at the top emerging technologies 
that are expected to positively impact the manufacturing sector in 2020, 
outlined in the World Economic Forum’s annual report: 

 Reusable plastics—To combat the rising environmental concern of 
single-use plastics, manufacturers are starting to use bioplastics—
which are made from corn, sugar cane and waste oils. Bioplastics can 
be reused to limit waste, without compromising quality or capability.  

 Smart fertilisers—As an effort to maintain crop yields and farming 
capabilities in the midst of climate change, manufacturers are also 
implementing smart fertilisers. This new technology utilises a 
controlled-release fertiliser, containing small capsules that can 
determine soil characteristics and adapt to meet crop needs. 

 Food packaging and tracking—In order to improve food quality and 
detect spoiling, manufacturers in the food and drink sector have 
begun utilising enhanced packaging with sensors to ensure the 
product is stored at a proper temperature. In addition, a blockchain-
based cloud platform is now in place to help manufacturers trace 
their products as they travel through the supply chain. 

Tips to Combat Economic Downturn  
As a result of continued political uncertainty and a decrease in global 
demand, recent data found that factory output in the UK manufacturing 
industry has dropped at the fastest rate in seven years. These record-low 
results have the potential to cause significant financial concerns across 
the sector in the coming months. Consider the following guidance to 
control costs and reduce liability issues from this economic downturn: 

• Avoid big changes—While you might think offering new services or 
exploring different customer bases is a smart move during a 
slowdown, making big changes in business operations carries greater 
financial risk and the potential for increased liability claims. 

• Secure seamless contracts—Be sure to establish seamless contracts 
that outline party obligations and discuss resolution policies so, if 
something goes wrong, you can avoid a costly disagreement. 

• Ensure robust cover—It may be tempting to cut costs by limiting 
cover during economic downturn, but then you run the risk of paying 
out of pocket for hefty claims. Contact Crendon Insurance Brokers 
Ltd today to bolster your cover and ensure ultimate protection. 
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