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How to Ensure Data 
Protection Compliance 
in a No-deal Brexit  
Less than a month remains before Brexit is set 

to take place on 31st October 2019. As this date 

looms closer, it’s crucial now more than ever for 

your organisation to prepare for a no-deal 

scenario. Specifically, it’s important to ensure 

continued compliance with data protection 

laws, such as the GDPR.  

Since the GDPR is an EU regulation, this law 

would technically no longer be recognised in the 

UK if a no-deal takes place. As a result, the UK 

government announced that it intends to write 

the GDPR into UK law in the event of a no-deal, 

which will be deemed the ‘UK GDPR’. 

At a glance, the key principles, rights and 

obligations of the original GDPR will remain the 

same in the UK GDPR. However, a no-deal could 

require organisations to adjust international 

data operations between the UK and the EU or 

EEA. Use this guidance to remain compliant with 

data protection laws in the event of a no-deal.  

International Data Transfers 

If you are a UK-based organisation that transfers 

personal data to or from the EU or EEA, you 

must comply with the GDPR’s international data 

transfer requirements after a no-deal Brexit. 

You will be permitted to transfer personal data 

from the UK to the EU or EEA if it is covered by:  

 Adequacy decisions 

 Appropriate safeguards 

 Exceptions 

If you are receiving personal data from the EU 

or EEA, you will need to establish an appropriate 

safeguard for the transfer. The simplest way to 

do so is by entering into standard contractual 

clauses with the sender. If the transfer is non-

repetitive and no appropriate safeguards apply, 

you will only be able to conduct the transfer if it 

is covered by an exception. 

For more information on this topic, click here. 

International Representatives and Authorities 

If you are a UK-based organisation offering 

goods or services to the EU or EEA, a no-deal 

scenario will require you to appoint an ‘EU 

Representative’ to act on your organisation’s 

behalf regarding GDPR compliance in those 

locations. The EU Representative will also be 

responsible for dealing with any supervisory 

authorities or data subjects in those locations. 

Similarly, non-UK organisations offering goods 

or services to the UK will need to appoint a ‘UK 

Representative’. 

Lastly, organisations will need to reconsider 

their lead authority if they continue to conduct 

data processing in the EU or EEA after a no-deal. 

While the ICO will remain as the UK’s lead 

authority, the EU and EEA will possess alternate 

lead authorities to supervise data processing 

practices. To determine your non-UK lead 

authority, click here. 

For further guidance on GDPR compliance in the 

event of a no-deal, click here. Contact Crendon 

Insurance Brokers Ltd today to discuss cyber-

insurance solutions. 
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